




Welcome to the fourth issue! The Three Villages Magazine is a joint 
venture between the three Parish Councils of Great Amwell,  

St Margarets and Stanstead Abbotts, and The 3 Churches Benefice. 
It is intended as a new community resource that is accessible to 
everyone. The online and print formats provide a platform to share 

local news and information, showcase local talent and support local 
businesses. 

Within this issue, along with our regular items, we have the next instalment of Our Historic 
Churches series, updates from our local Guiding and Scouting groups, an article about the 
charity HELPING, our Christmas Schools Art Competition winners and much more. 

The magazine is issued quarterly with publication in March, June, September and December. 
If you would like to contribute to the first issue of 2023, the deadline is 4th January. Please 

send all submissions to print.threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com. 

Every issue, the photograph used on the front cover is selected from a local photographer. 
This issue’s cover features the work of Jenny Hanson. Jenny has lived in the villages for 29 

years, and regularly walks down the rivers and around the HMWT reserve. The cover 
photograph was taken when up on the viewing point at the reserve. You can view more of 

Jenny’s work on Instagram and Vero by searching @jennyamwell. If you would like to enter 
your work for the next cover, please send your photograph(s) to 
threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com. 

Continued thanks are offered to Willowthorpe Care Home, our kind sponsors, and East Herts 
District Council for their contribution. 

Please do check out our website (www.thethreevillages.com), subscribe to our News & Events 
blog for all live events and important up-to-date news, and follow us on Facebook. 

Thank you for your support and best wishes for a Happy Christmas! 

Anna Bond 
Editor 

From the Editor... 

General enquiries: threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com 

Print: print.threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com  

Web: threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com 

Online: www.thethreevi l lages .com 
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As we start to get ready for Christmas this year, I guess we may have mixed feelings about this season, about this year’s 
celebrations. There’s the joy that we can celebrate together, that we will have Carol Services and Christmas dos, and that 

a sense of normality may have finally returned. But there’s also that ongoing anxiety that I know many people are 
feeling, described by that new word ‘permacrisis: an extended period of instability and insecurity’, which made the 
Collins Dictionary New Words List for 2022. Many people in our community are facing real financial hardship, anxiety 

and fear about the future.  
 

So where is God in all this? At Christmas, we remember the birth of Jesus, the child Christians believe is the Son of God, 

the Promised One, sent to restore us to a right relationship with God, to bring us freedom and hope. His arrival is 
recorded in the Bible, in Luke’s Gospel... 

 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 

David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.                  

 
(Luke 2:4–7) 
 

Jesus was born into a working family, forced to sign on with the occupying forces in a town 70 miles away. They travelled 

for several days and as they got there the baby arrived; not in a bed, let alone a hospital, but in a shed, wrapped in 
cloths. His parents became refugees as they fled from persecution, crossing borders to look for safety.  
 

As we look at our country; at ongoing pressures on the NHS, inflation squeezing wages and pushing up prices, at the cost 
of fuel and soaring bills, at record numbers of refugees arriving on our shores, and the effects of the war in Ukraine; we 

can wonder: where can we find hope? 
 
But hope is a funny thing: part of the trio of faith, hope and love. It’s the invisible and 

unmeasurable part of what makes us human beings. It’s part of what binds us to each other 
and makes us people of relationships and community. So, I don’t have much hope, but 

together with other people I can find some, build some, share some. 
 
I see hope every time we help a family with financial worries through our Community Hub Drop-in. I see hope every time 

we welcome someone for lunch or a cuppa in one of our Warm Welcome Spaces. I see hope every time we deliver food 
from the Foodbank Hub to a mum who was skipping meals and wondering how to cope with hungry children. Faith, hope 

and love! These are the lights that shine out when things are dark and difficult, and they’re played out by the things we 
do to share, by the attitudes we put into actions to make sure that everyone has enough. Because that’s how we become 
truly rich in life, by knowing what ‘enough’ is and making sure that everyone has it. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dr Rev’d Sarah Forrest 
Priest in Charge, The 3 Churches Benefice 
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Lacking a tower, the parish church of Stanstead St Margarets looks rather 
modest when compared to its towering, prominent sisters of St John’s, St 

Andrew’s and St James’s. Situated end-on along the Hoddesdon Road it 
can be easily overlooked.  
 

And yet it is not wanting in historicity, charm or mystery! For instance, 

commonly known as ‘St Margarets Church’, it is more properly titled St 
Mary the Virgin’s Church. How come? Let’s go back to its origins. While 
there is evidence of an eleventh-century Saxon–Norman church on the site, 

the earliest actual mention of the church was in 1271. This was when Roger 
de Burun donated land to St Albans Abbey for the establishment of a 

chantry (a sanctuary where priests were paid to pray–chant for the souls 
of the departed). The new church was dedicated to St Mary the Virgin. 
About the same time, incidentally, de Burun built a toll (thele) bridge over 

the Lea. The hamlet then became known as Thele. 
 

The church’s name change is said to have happened when Margaret, the 
last surviving member of the de Burun family, gave her name to the hamlet. 

So it became Margaretsthele and the chapel was recorded as ‘The Chapel 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Margaret’s Thele’. Margaret was buried in 
the chapel and by the seventeeth century the church was known commonly 

as St Margarets – although officially it was still St Mary’s! And just a little 
later the first recording of the village as Stanstead St Margarets emerges; an indication of how closely entwined our two 

villages are. Eventually the chantry became a victim of Henry VIII’s reforms and the building became a parish church. Like 
its sister churches, St Mary’s was built using local flint, which was then heavily plastered. The organ, originally a concert 
organ, was converted to have barrels around 1851. It is the only Allen barrel organ to survive with its original mechanism. 

For a thousand-year-old church, St Mary’s is in remarkably good nick!  
 

Among the celebrated names associated with it is Henry Lawrence (hence Lawrence Avenue), a nephew of Oliver 
Cromwell whose tomb is found near the altar. Another is William Cowper the poet who, combined with John Newton (the 

Lennon & McCartney of their day!), composed the hymn book from which came the famous ‘Amazing Grace’.  St Mary’s 
has a welcoming feel to it and just longs to be visited. The weekly Wednesday midday and third Sunday of the month 
services are a perfect time to do what locals have been doing for a 

millennium – going inside for worship and uplift. 

 

Bob Hunt, Chair of Stanstead Abbotts Local History Society (SALHS) 
 

[A fuller account can be found in Ron Dale’s excellent History of Stanstead Abbotts and St Margarets, on sale in  

The Village Pharmacy] 

One of the stone carvings The distinctive weather vane Internal view looking towards the altar 

St Mary the Virgin (vicarage side) 

Floorplan showing alterations and additions 



The 8th September was a sad day as it marked the death of our beloved 
monarch HM Queen Elizabeth II. Across the three villages, many people were 

deeply affected by the news and wanted to express their sorrow. Just as we had 
celebrated the Platinum Jubilee in the summer, we said goodbye to our longest-
reigning monarch as a community.  

 

The 3 Churches Benefice 
The churches had planned in 2016, under the code name London Bridge, for 
when this sad day occurred to allow us to act with speed to open our churches 

and have our books of condolence ready at a minute’s notice. 
 

All three churches in our Benefice opened on Friday 9th, Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 11th September for people to come in for quiet reflection time, to light a 

candle and to add their condolences into our books on display alongside our 
framed photographs of Her Majesty. Each church had a designated area for 

anyone to lay a floral tribute to Her Majesty. 
 

St Andrew’s Church also opened its doors every day over the weekend 16–18th September. On Friday 16th September, 
Years 4, 5 and 6 from St Andrew’s Primary School came along to the church to add their names to the condolence book. 

This was at the request of the children who were really affected by the sad news and wanted to do something to show 
their love for the late Queen. 
 

At 6pm on Sunday 18th, there was a special Traditional Evensong held at the old parish church of St James (which had 

also been open continuously). This included a ‘scratch choir’ made up of local members in the community who met an hour 
before the service to rehearse the music, led by Choir Master Mr Michael Smith and accompanied by Mrs Lynne Griffiths 

on the beautiful hand-pumped organ. 
 

Thanks must go to the team of people who all generously volunteered their time, alongside Rev’d Sarah Forrest, to ensure 
that the churches could be open. A big thank you must also go to Mr David Hopkinson for the beautiful coat of arms that 

he produced for the first page of each of our condolence books, and to Mrs Janet Dance for producing and framing the 
photographs of Her Majesty.  

 

The Parish Councils 
Stanstead Abbotts Parish Council organized for a book of condolences to be available 
for the residents of Stanstead Abbotts and Stanstead St Margarets in the Ashlea Room, 
Stanstead Abbotts Parish Hall. Councillors and the Clerk took it in turns to open the 

Ashlea Room on a daily basis between Friday 9th September and Sunday 18th 
September. Many residents came to sign the book, and share their thoughts and 
memories. 
 

Willowthorpe  
At Willowthorpe, all lounges were set-up to allow residents to watch the funeral in 
peace and quiet. Some families came to be with their loved ones and were able to 

watch in the comfort of their own rooms. A buffet lunch was provided to allow 
continuous watching of the funeral procession to Windsor Castle. Sherry was handed 

around to toast and thank the Queen for her service, and a traditional afternoon tea with scones was served; ending the 
day with the new national anthem and reminiscence of the Queen and her life.  

SAYING GOODBYE TO HM QUEEN ELIZABTH II 
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HM Queen Elizabeth II (1926–2022) 

The Ashlea Room 



Great Amwell Parish Council 
The Parish Council continues to meet on the second Thursday of each month in the Parish Hall, Hillside Lane at 8.00pm 
(except August when there is no meeting). 
 

Since the last update: 
* the Parish Council has funded a comprehensive clean of the War Memorial in advance of this year’s Remembrance Day 
(and also to mark the 100th anniversary of its erection); 
* the Parish Council has not received a substantive response to the representations it made to East Herts Council 
regarding the use of land at Hillside Farm; the Parish Council has on-going concerns that the land’s important green belt 
status is being eroded through increasing usage for various events ranging from car boot sales to music festivals – the 
cumulative number of such events breaches the development control framework; 
* progress, albeit slow, has been made on the Joint Neighbourhood Plan (JNP) – part of Great Amwell is, for the 
purposes of the JNP, within a designated area (Stanstead Abbotts) of the District Council’s local plan that has a target for 
housing provision; the JNP aims to identify sites for such development (amongst other things); a finalised proposed JNP 
will be subject to a local referendum before it can be adopted; 
* a vacancy on the Parish Council arising from the resignation of Parish Councillor Mrs A. Hardy has been filled by co-
option – the newly co-opted Member is Mrs Lyn Paddon. 
 

Details of your parish councillors and recent copies of meeting agendas and minutes can be found on the website 
(https://gtamwellpc.org). If you have an issue of concern that falls within the remit of local government then please 
contact the parish council (greatamwellpc@virginmedia.com) to make your views known. You may also wish to contact the 
District Council directly (https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/contactusform). 

 
St Margarets Parish Council 
The Parish Council has finally approved for the installation of CCTV, which will provide coverage along the High Street 
towards the train station, as well as in the opposite direction and along Hoddesdon Road towards the A414 flyover. As 
soon as this has been installed it should be operational immediately, but we will keep you posted on the progress. 
 

The ‘Nigel Copping’ field in Sanville Gardens is in need of some maintenance where a number of saplings were planted 
and we are working with Nigel to have the necessary works carried out, as well as a project to expand the wildlife area 
within the grounds. At the opposite end of Sanville Gardens is a piece of land that sits between The Granary and 
Sanville Gardens, and it would appear that part of the boundary fence has been removed. The council is investigating 
whether an official public footpath can be put in as well as tidying the grounds. 
 

Within the community woods, we have been made aware of a skateboard structure and whilst there are obviously good 
intentions, the parish council and local authorities have not given permission for its installation. Unfortunately, unless we 
can find an alternative home for this structure, it will have to be removed due to the risk it imposes. 
 

Finally, we are seeking permission and inspection of the concrete pillars under the A414 to allow for artwork by the local 
school or an accomplished artist to enhance this area. If you know of anyone who would be interested in helping, please 
contact the Parish Clerk via email: stansteadstmargaretspcclerk@gmail.com. 

 
Stanstead Abbotts Parish Council 
Councillor George Cassidy has been successful in securing two Speed Indicator devices for the village, which will be 
located in Cappell Lane and Roydon Road. The devices will display what speed each vehicle is travelling at and tell 
those who are speeding to slow down. Councillor Cassidy has been passionate about getting these installed and we are 
happy to announce they will be fitted in early 2023. Stanstead Abbotts Parish Council is still campaigning for 20mph 
speed limits in and around the High Street, but this is a positive step in the right direction. 
 

Please visit our website stansteadabbottsparishcouncil.gov.uk and like our Facebook page for more information.  
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STOP THE QUARRY! 

 

  
As many of you will be aware, The Hertfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2040 
proposes a ‘mineral allocation site’ (quarry) in the Stanstead Abbotts area.  
 

As the impact of this will be significant, we encourage all residents to take a careful look at 
the Plan and, while the consultation period has ended, we urge you to continue making your 
feelings known. You can do this by writing a letter to Minerals and Waste Planning Policy 

Team, Spatial Planning Unit (CHN216), Hertfordshire County Council, County Hall, Pegs Lane, 
Hertford, SG13 8DN; or email mineralsandwaste@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

 

Alternatively, do contact our local MP, Julie Marson, to urge her on in Parliament. At the Public Meeting, held in October 
with a fantastic turnout, Julie Marson made it clear that she supports opponents of the quarry; that she will at least slow 
the proposal down and use every tool at her disposal to stop it.  
 

We also encourage you to follow the Stop the Quarry group, which has been set up to keep the public informed. You can 
follow them online by visiting their website (http://www.stopthequarry.site/) or follow the group on Facebook (search 
@SayNOtoQuarry).    
 

According to the proposed timetable (outlined in Appendix 1 of in The Minerals and Waste Development Scheme 
document, which is also available online), analysis of responses and changes to the plan are ongoing with committee 

decisions scheduled for early 2023. It is proposed that the Plan will be adopted in February 2024. 
 

To view information about the Plan and documents relating to it visit: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
services/recycling-waste-and-environment/planning-in-hertfordshire/minerals-and-waste-planning/local-

plan.aspx or scan the QR code (right). 

Warm Welcome Spaces 
COFFEE MORNING & LUNCH 

 

The Wilshere Hall, St Andrew’s Church  

Stanstead Abbots 

 9.30am–1.30pm  

Every Monday 

Come and share a cup of tea or coffee  

or soup & bread for lunch  

in our free, warm and welcoming space.  

COMMUNITY HUB DROP-IN 

 

St Mary’s Church 

St Margarets 

10.30–12.30pm 

Every Wednesday 

Open to anyone who needs a cuppa and a 

chat, practical help or just a safe space. There is 

a midday service that you’re welcome to join. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 



We asked all our local schools if they would like to take part in a Christmas Art Competition. We had so many really 
wonderful entries that it was incredibly difficult to choose the winners! The winning entries appear on the back outside 

and inside covers of the magazine in full colour, but below are the details of the winner and six runners up. 
 

The children did a brilliant job, getting into the festive spirit a little early in order to enter the competition. I’m sure you all 
agree that the artwork created looks fantastic. A huge thank you goes to the children, their teachers/classroom helpers 

and the schools for taking part.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 
 

 WINNER  
 Noah, Year 5 (St Andrew’s School) 
 

 RUNNERS UP 
 1. Calon, Year 1 (St John the Baptist School) 
 2. Skyla, Year 6 (St John the Baptist School) 

 3. Hanna, Year 1 (St Andrew’s School) 
 4. Charlie, Year 6 (St Andrew’s School) 

 5. Harriet, Year 2 (St Andrew’s School) 
 6. Hadassa, Year 5 (St John the Baptist School) 
 

To see all the entries that we received, please go to our website’s News & Events 

Blog (www.thethreevillages.com) and search ‘Christmas Schools Art Competition’. 
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WINNER 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

RUNNERS UP 
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MEMORY LANE 
 

Meet some of our friends who stayed a while, 

Bringing joy to our hearts, our faces, a smile. 

Enriching our lives in their own separate ways, 

sharing their knowledge and en-livening our days. 

With their laughter, tears, grief and sadness, 

pain and joy and fear and gladness. 

Take a trip down memory lane,  

and remember some of our friends again. 

 

Written by Lynne Simmons  

RECIPE: SPICED BISCUITS 
These simple, spiced biscuits are easy to make (especially with kids) in the lead up to 
Christmas. You can decorate them as you like or just dust with icing sugar. 
 

INGREDIENTS (makes about 30 biscuits, depending on your rolling!) 

250g plain flour 
125g butter (soft) 

125g brown sugar 
1 small beaten egg 
2 teaspoons mixed spice 

pinch of salt 
 

METHOD 

1. Pre-heat the oven to 190⁰C / Gas Mark 5. 

2. Beat the butter and sugar together until fluffy, then beat in the egg a little at a time. 
3. Add the flour, mixed spice and salt, and mix into a firm dough. 
4. Sprinkle some flour onto a clean work-surface and roll out the dough until it is about 1/2cm thick. 

5. Using any cookie-cutter shapes you like, cut out the dough (gathering off-cuts and rerolling as needed). 
6. Place on greased/lined baking trays on a high shelf in the oven for about 15 minutes, until light brown. 

7. Leave to cool on a wire rack and then decorate as you like! 
8. Store in an air-tight container and they will stay fresh for a good few days. 

If you have a tried-and-tested recipe that you would like to share, please email to 

print.threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com 

If you would like to see your work in the next issue of The Three Villages Magazine, please send your poem  
(550 words maximum) in Word and PDF formats to threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com. 



 
 
 
 

  St Andrew’s Church of England (VC) Primary School 

 

 
We began our school year with the sad news of the late Queen Elizabeth’s death. Along with the nation we had a week 
of remembrance, considering her life and legacy. The children responded by creating their own paper bouquets and 

writing in the book of condolence at St Andrew’s Church. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The classes then settled down into their new year groups and began working hard. Our whole school curriculum can be 
found on our website. Please see: https://standrews323.herts.sch.uk/curriculum/long-term-plans/. 
 

Over the Autumn Term we have had a number of exciting learning opportunities. In September we had an ‘International 
Day of Languages’ and weekly visits from the Herts Catering Team who led a healthy eating initiative. This involved all 

of the children helping to produce healthy eating snacks, which were then eaten at lunchtime. In October we celebrated 
Black History month, during which the children researched important events and people who have had an impact on the 
world today.   

 
Throughout the term we have also had a number of exciting school trips, including the school choir to St Alban’s Cathedral 

to participate in the Diocese Harvest Festival, Year 6 visited The Walled Garden, Year 5 to Stem Discovery Centre, Year 
4 to the British Museum, Year 3 went to the Celtic Harmony Camp, Year 2 to Duxford Imperial War Museum, Year 1 to St 
Andrew’s Church and our EYFS to Harlow Playhouse to watch ‘The Great Christmas Snow Patrol’. All of these trips help to 

give our areas of study a ‘wow’ moment to either consolidate or begin areas of learning. 
 

Throughout Autumn, we have been raising funds for both the Diocesan harvest appeal Not Forgotten, supporting farmers 
in Mozambique and the HELPING charity, which supports disadvantaged children in the Gambia. Our Faith Factory ran a 
very successful toy and book fair to raise funds for both of the charities. We are now looking forward to our Christmas 

nativities by our EYFS and Key Stage 1 children, which are always wonderful ways to finish the Autumn Term. 
 

Helen Gillingham 
Headteacher 

UPDATES FROM OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS 
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Paper bouquets made by the children for HM Queen Elizabeth II 
Signing the book of condolences  

at St Andrew’s Church 



 

St John the Baptist CE VA Primary School 

 
 

We are only five weeks into the Autumn Term but our learning activities are well underway. 

We have welcomed 25 new children into our Reception Class and they have coped well with 
the transition into St John the Baptist, particularly enjoying our Forest School activities. Our 
Year 6 children are enjoying being buddies to the children, playing with them and helping 

them to find their way around school. 
 

We shared a special service of worship to commemorate the life of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. The children took time to reflect on her life and share their feelings on a memory 
board placed in the school hall. 

 
Forty children from Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a week of 

activities on the Isle of Wight from the 19th to the 
23rd September, supported by four members of staff. 
Linking with topic work on the Victorians, our week 

started with a visit to Osborne House and the Isle of 
Wight Steam Railway. The children also enjoyed visits 
to Amazon World, Shanklin Chine, Alum Bay, Carisbrooke 

Castle and spending our evenings playing on the beach. It 
was a fun time of team building and helping the children 

develop independent living skills. We had many 
compliments from members of the public about the positive 
behaviour of the children. 

 
It may be early in the academic year, but we have already managed to take part in an inter-schools Rapid Fire Cricket 

event. Children from Year 2 had fun learning to play the sport and competing against other local primary schools. A 
team from Year 6 will shortly be competing in the inter-schools Tag Rugby Festival. 
 

In Year 4, the children have begun guitar lessons, funded by the school. At St John’s we believe it is important that all 
children have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument before moving to secondary education. They may only 

be beginners, but the children have undertaken their lessons with real enthusiasm. 
 
School council elections have taken place and each class now has two new councillors. These children will be responsible 

for representing their class’s views and opinions on events in school, and this year will also take on the role of Eco-
Warriors, helping direct our school response to climate issues. 

 
We are working on several projects within school this year to further develop our provision and look forward to updating 
you as the year progresses. 

Lydia Hunt 

Headteacher 

UPDATES FROM OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS 
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Amwell View School and Specialist Sports College 

 

 

A day in the life of an Amwell View School Teaching Assistant 
Amwell View School and Specialist Sports College based in Stanstead Abbotts, is a special school for pupils aged 2–19 

years old with severe learning disabilities. The Teaching Assistant (TA) is an important role within the school, and can be a 
satisfying and rewarding career. The role is from 08:45 to 15:45, plus there is a commitment to an after-school club, 
which means working until 17:15 one day (Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday) term-time only. There are opportunities for 

personal development through the INSET Days (In Service Training), weekly training, ELKLAN, Makaton, Autism Awareness, 
Level 2 courses and access to a wealth of in-house knowledge.   

 
Abbey Herridge who started at Amwell View as a TA, 
and is now a qualified Teacher and Middle Leader, 

said: ‘Here at Amwell View School our motto is 
“Whoever we are, whatever we do, we can get better 

in the context of our own ability”. As a Teaching 
Assistant you will support our young people in their 
journey to reach their goals and share in their joy as 

they move towards being independent within the 
school and wider community. As well as supporting the 

children to become creative and passionate learners, 
you will also have the opportunity within this role to 
continually develop. The nature of this role means that 

no two days will be the same and that every day 
within this role will be as different and as unique as the 
children within the school. To be a Teaching Assistant at 

this school is to be a compassionate, hardworking and 
intuitive person. This is a job where you can make an 

impact on young people by showing up and being you, 
and that is what makes it so incredibly rewarding.’   
 

Neil Ward, Headteacher, said: ‘The pupils at Amwell View all have a severe learning 
disability and some have other complex and profound needs. TAs at Amwell View are 

extraordinary people who have patience, understanding, and a caring and flexible 
nature to support pupil needs whether that is through teaching the curriculum, helping 
them with their personal care or at snack or lunchtime. Play and having fun whilst 

learning is at the heart of this job. We currently have 130 workforce at the school that 
continues to grow alongside the pupil roll (162). If you are interested in visiting the 

school please contact us.’ 
 
Janet Warrington 

School Business Manager  



QUIZ: CHRISTMAS  

1. Alphabetically, which of Santa’s reindeer comes second? 

2. ‘Driving Home for Christmas’ was written during a car journey back to which town? 

3. How many ghosts show up in a Christmas Carol? 

4. In which country is it a tradition to eat KFC for Christmas dinner? 

5. Which fictional town is the setting for James Stewart’s It’s a Wonderful Life? 

6. In Home Alone 1, where are the McCallisters going on holiday when they leave Kevin behind? 

7. In which Christmas movie does Tom Hanks play six of the characters? 

8. Which artist has topped the UK Christmas charts, in various acts, a record-breaking eight times? 

9. If you’re born on Christmas day, what’s your star sign? 

10. In which fictional Los Angeles skyscraper does the majority of Die Hard take place? 

11. What comes next in Wham's ‘Last Christmas’: ‘Once bitten and twice shy, I keep my distance...’? 

12. Who plays Kris Kringle in the 1994 version of Miracle on 34th Street? 

 
WORDSEARCH: CHRISTMAS 

 

 
CAROLS 
NATIVITY 
PRESENTS 
STOCKING 
FESTIVE 
BLITZEN 
MERRY 
SLEIGH 
TINSEL 
ELF 
PINECONE 
NORTH POLE 
SCROOGE 
HOLLY 
SNOWBALLS 
ANGEL 
CHIMNEY 
MISTLETOE 

 

 

 

DINGBATS: CHRISTMAS 

1.  YYY Men  2.  Nigmassht       3.  ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  

 

4.  Toufrankch           5.  Eminen, The Sun   

PUZZLES FROM QUIZMASTER CATHAL BRENNAN 
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This issue we are meeting Douglas Smith, local resident and 
ardent gardener, who has lived in Stanstead Abbotts with his 

family for nine years. Piper Terrett, his wife, gives us a glimpse 
of the man behind the tomato plant and shares his extraordinary 
gardening story… 

 
The giant vegetable grower, Douglas Smith, who also happens 
to be my husband, attempted his second Guinness World 

Record growing an enormous tomato plant. Already a holder 
of the ‘Most Tomatoes on a Truss’ Guinness World Record, 

broken last year (with a whopping 1,269 tomatoes on a stem), 
Douglas went for the ‘Most Tomatoes on a Plant’ record this 
September.  
 

The existing record was 1,355 tomatoes, held by Surjit Singh Kainth from Coventry, awarded following his harvest in 
2013. After two-and-a-half hours of counting by our team of horticulturalists, who kindly volunteered their time to count in 

the hot sun, Douglas broke the record by more than four times with 5,891 tomatoes! The bumper crop of green and red 
tomatoes – grown in an 8x8-foot greenhouse when most of his competitors around the country own nurseries – weighed 
more than 20kg. 
 

The mammoth harvest was donated to Mudlarks 
Café in Hertford, a charity that works with, and 

employs, people with learning difficulties.  
 

Douglas said, 'It was a deliberate attempt to 
break the record, but I didn't think it would go as 

far as almost 6000 tomatoes. I was really excited 
and a little bit nervous coming up to the harvest 
date. On the one hand, the oldest tomatoes were 

really ripe, while the others were still forming. It 
was during the really intense hot spell, where there 

was a hose pipe ban and other struggles. So all of 
these things were happening in the run-up to it.’ 
 

‘There’s something very satisfying about growing large quantities of vegetables and fruits,’ Douglas added. ‘It’s in the 

blood – my grandmother in Scotland has also won many awards for her growing and my mother is a keen gardener.’ 
 

The record has yet to be verified by Guinness World Records – this involves much official documentation and hours of film 
being sent to the HQ. Many thanks to official witnesses Reverend Sarah Forrest and Mike Dormon, Chair of the Parish 

Council; our fantastic horticulturalists Matthew Oliver and Emily Adcock, both of Royal Horticultural Society Hyde Hall; 
and Paul Cramp and Spencer Dockray from Amberley Garden Services for their time and expertise.  
 

Douglas also holds the UK record for the heaviest tomato and previously grew a 20-foot giant sunflower during lockdown 
with our son Stellan. He plans to grow a giant kohrabi (German cabbage) next year.  
 

Thanks to Piper for sending in this story to us and we wish Douglas the best of luck with his next record-breaking challenge!  
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MEET A LOCAL: DOUGLAS SMITH 

The bumper crop weighed more than 20kg 

Douglas and his extraordinary tomato plant! 
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Lea Valley Guild of Spinners, Weavers & Dyers (originally West Essex Guild of Spinners, 
Weavers & Dyers) first met in St Peter’s Church Hall, Roydon, in the spring of 1980. The Guild 
later moved to Harlow and incorporated East Herts into its name to reflect its proximity to the 
county boundary. Since leaving Harlow Museum in 2017, the Guild has now returned to Roydon, 
with yet another change of name! 
 

The objectives of the National Association of Guilds are the preservation and development of 
craftsmanship in hand-weaving, spinning and dyeing. At Lea Valley we enjoy practising these 
crafts, improving where we can, sharing ideas and trying new techniques. We have a wide range 
of interests and often call on the expertise of our own members, and members of neighbouring 

Guilds, for inspiration and advice. We meet monthly with spin-and-chat sessions, guest speakers and workshops covering 
a variety of subjects including allied crafts such as felt- and braid-making, knitting and basketry. Members also 
demonstrate throughout the year at craft events, fairs and in schools. 
 

New people are very welcome to join us and learn about our textile crafts. Details of our programme can be found on 
our website (www.leavalleyguildswd.weebly.com) or email (secretary@leavalleyguildswd.uk). 
 

Please drop in and see us sometime.          Mary Hicks, Secretary 

LEA VALLEY GUILD OF SPINNERS, WEAVERS & DYERS 

STANSTEAD ABBOTTS & DISTRICT EVERGREEN CLUB 

Now that the days are growing shorter it is a time to look 
back on the past year. It has been surprisingly busy despite 
having lost several members. We have attracted several 
new members who have joined us because we are a 
friendly bunch and our teas are superb! 
 

Just to put it on record, most weeks we meet at Stanstead 
Abbotts Parish Hall on Mondays from 2–4pm. The hall is 
warm and welcoming; our Bingo caller (Derek) does a 
wonderful job; the tea comprising bread and butter, cake 
and a cuppa only costs £1.50; and in the summer we have 
been regally entertained in local gardens by good friends. 
We have had chair exercises led by a charming young 
lady. We are looking forward to our Christmas Party on 
12th December and to Father Christmas dropping by. 
 

Our sincere thanks to all 
who have made it possible 
for the Club to exist and 
flourish this year – the 
people who transport the 
members to the club and 
home again, the ladies who 
prepare the tea, our kind 
friends who invite us to their 
gardens in the summer and, 
above all, the wonderful 
people who are our 
members. 
 

Rosemary Imroth 

The Amwell Society Theatre Club arranged trips over the 
summer to two plays; first, ‘Legally Blonde’ at the Regent's 

Park Theatre and later, to the musical ‘South Pacific’ at 
Sadler's Wells Theatre. Both were matinée performances 
as this avoids the worst traffic and the coach (which picks 

up and drops back in the village centre) returns in the early 
evening avoiding late nights out. These are always hugely 

popular and the trip in November to ‘A Christmas Carol’ at 
the Old Vic sold out in 4 days. Our thanks go to Peter 
Troughton for arranging these. 
 

We have had walks, which alternate between Saturdays 
and Wednesdays to suit as many lifestyles as possible. We 

also had several interesting talks. Maureen Whalley 
from Ware Museum spoke about the range of exhibits 
there, and the opportunities to volunteer. William Brown 

spoke about the many national, district and in the future 
neighbourhood planning policies that apply to planning 

applications, and the importance of referring to these when 
commenting on any application. He also strongly 
recommended that members register for the Land Registry 

Property Alert service for their own homes, but also any 
elderly relatives. This can protect against property fraud 
where homes may be sold or mortgaged without your 

knowledge. We also had a talk in November about Social 
Media and how to use it safely.   
 

Prospective members are always welcome.  

THE AMWELL SOCIETY 

Evergreen President Jonathan 

Pilkington and his extra-large 

teapot used when we had tea 

in his garden  



 
1st Stanstead Abbotts Brownies: Mondays 5.45–7pm (The Wilshere Hall) for girls aged 7 to 10 years. Guider in charge: 
Helen Payne (01920 462676). 
 

Great Amwell Scout Group: Squirrels: boys and girls aged 4–5 years old, Beavers: boys and girls aged 6–8 years old, Cubs: 
boys and girls aged 8–10½ years old, Scouts: boys and girls aged 10½–14 years old. All groups meet at Scout HQ, 142 
London Road, Ware SG12 9NH. For details visit www.greatamwellscouts.org.uk  or call 01920 320142. 
 

1st Stanstead Abbotts & St Margarets Scout Group: Age groups as above. All groups meet at Scout HQ, Marsh Lane, 
Stanstead Abbotts SG12 8QT. For details visit www.stansteadabbottsscouts.org.uk or follow on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 
 

Bingo for the over 60s: Every Friday 2.30–4pm in Folly View Community Centre. New players welcome, just turn up. 
 

Evergreen Club: Every Monday afternoon 2–4pm at the Stanstead Abbotts Parish Hall. Transport can be arranged. Contact: 
07850 458366 (Ann Hardy). 
 

Great Amwell Women’s Club: Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday 7.30–10pm at the Parish Hall, Great Amwell. Club Secretary: 
Dulcie Fordham. Contact number for enquiries: 01920 466689 (Christine). 
 

Herts Wheelers (Cycling Club): Weekly Sunday club rides for various abilities normally starting in Ware. Contact 
membership@herts-wheelers.org.uk. 
 

The Amwell Society: Quarterly talks in the Parish Hall, Great Amwell, as well as trips, walks and activities locally. For details 
of membership contact William Brown on 01920 872450 (Chairman). 
 

Stanstead Abbotts Local History Society: Chairman, Bob Hunt. Regular meetings for both members and non-members. For 
details visit: www.salhs.org.uk. For membership details email: admin@salhs.org.uk. 
 

St Margaretsbury Tennis Club: A friendly club with social sessions on Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturday and Sunday mornings, plus a 
junior section, coaching available, and opportunity to play match tennis in local leagues. For details contact: 
secretary@stmargaretsburytennis.co.uk or come along to a social morning.  
 

‘Armchair Singers’ for everyone: A chance to eat, drink, sing and quiz all in one afternoon. Fun, fun, fun. Held in the Nigel 
Copping Community Centre every Monday 1.30–3.30pm. Singing for health and well-being. All ages welcome. For more 
details please contact Gabby Hanley on 07875 221543. 
 

St Margaretsbury Football Club: The Recreation Ground, Station Road, St Margarets (near Stanstead Abbotts). A Chartered 
Standard local football club for Youth, Ladies’ and Men’s football, with youth starting from 6 years upwards in non-competitive 
leagues, and more competitive as they move up into Under 18s’, Ladies’ and Men’s Football. Contact: Club Secretary at 
https://stmargaretsburyfc.leaguerepublic.com/contacts.html. 
 

Stanstead Abbotts Parish Hall Table Tennis Club: A friendly club meeting on Friday afternoons from 2pm, and Thursday 
evenings from 7.30pm with the opportunity to play in local leagues. For further details please call 07841 583265 or 
email saphttc@yahoo.com – or just come along! 
 

Carpet Bowls Club: Our Carpet Bowls club meets every Tuesday from 7pm in Stanstead Abbotts Parish Hall. We are an all-
inclusive sport, suitable for all ages and abilities. Our members range in age from 9 to 90. No need to bring any equipment, 
everything is provided. First night is free. Come along and give it a try! For more details contact Pete (Tel: 07429142525 / 
Email: pmcook1@hotmail.co.uk). 
 

St Andrew's Church Card-making Group: We meet in The Wilshere Hall starting at 1pm on the first and third Tuesdays every 
month. The cost is £4 per session to cover materials used and two cards will be made each session. We have a break midway 
for refreshments, which is included in cost. New members welcome – please contact Janet Dance on 07941096834.  
 

Just Friends: a group for widows, widowers and divorced or separated people. We meet as friends to support each other, 
arrange activities and share names of trusted tradespeople. Meeting every 2nd Tuesday and 4th Thursday. If interested, 
please contact Mary (maryhallett14@gmail.com / 07899 861297 or 01920 870527). 
 
If you would like to add a club, group or meeting to this list, please send details to print.threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com. 
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REGULAR CLUBS, GROUPS AND MEETINGS IN THE THREE VILLAGES  



1ST STANSTEAD ABBOTTS & ST MARGARETS’ SCOUT GROUP 
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The seven sections that meet weekly at 1st Stanstead Abbotts and St Margarets’ Scout Group 
HQ in Marsh Lane continue to go from strength to strength. Our amazing leader team, all of 
whom are volunteers, are at the heart of delivering a fantastic programme and providing our 

youngsters with Skills for Life. 
 

 
 

Our Squirrel Drey (ages 4 &5) we introduced you to, have continued their outdoor activities and been learning more 

about the world around them as well as what Scouting is all about.  
 
Our two Beaver Colonies (ages 6 & 7) have been outside with fires, designing and making 

models from recycling, baking hedgehog rolls and winning trophies – yes you’ve read that 
right! This year the Beaver Colonies (Woodland & Forest) joined forces and entered a 

single team against the other Beaver Colonies around the district in the annual Tug-of-
War Competition. A fantastic afternoon was had by all, and the weather remained on our 
side. After pulling against seven other teams, Stanstead Abbotts and 5th Ware were tied 

in points resulting in an exciting pull-off. The Stanstead Abbotts team continued to put in 
all their effort as a joint team and came away victorious! 

 
 
Our Cub Packs (ages 8–10.5) have been working on skills, our community and more outdoor 

activities including night hikes and evening adventures. In addition, both the Panther Pack and 
Jaguar Pack entered the Oxley Shield Camping Competition. This involves learning and executing 

new skills, which included emergency aid, the countryside code, tent pitching, knots, pioneering, fire 
lighting and fire safety, and cooking a two-course meal on their own for 10 people. The Oxley 
Shield Camping Competition is the premier event in the Cubs’ annual calendar and is very hard 

fought over, which is why we are all so proud of all our Cubs that took part. 
 

 
Our Scout Troops have been out and about in fun-filled activities stretching 
themselves in everything they do. As well as the outwards bounds, our Troops 

were busy preparing for Remembrance weekend. The Thursday Troop 
assembled dozens of poppy boxes and filled them with over 10,000 poppies 

ready for distribution to the local area – the Scouts even made a personal 
appearance around the village to deliver the boxes. The Friday Troop learnt 
about the Second World War with re-enactor Howard, who showed the Scouts 

the sort of equipment and supplies that the soldiers had…and even practiced 
some drills, much to the delight of the Scouts! 
 

 
The group continues to grow, but we still have space for more young people and for more adults from any background or 

experience to come and join us making a difference to the lives of the young people in the village. Please get in touch via 
our website StansteadAbbottsScouts.org.uk  and we’d love you to join us whether you’re young or young at heart. 
 
Will Drury, Group Scout Leader 

Having fun at Beavers 

The Oxley Shield  

Scouts prepared boxes of poppies 



Girlguiding provides a fantastic opportunity for girls from the age of four upwards to learn, grow 
and have amazing adventures together. Within our villages, 1st Stanstead Abbotts Brownies meets 
5.45–7pm on Mondays at The Wilshere Hall. Brownies is for girls aged 7 to 10 years.  
Helen Payne, Guider in Charge, tells us what the Brownies have been getting up to… 
 
Last term, as it was the summer term, we were out-and-about most weeks. We went wobble 
boarding on a lake, played putting in Ware and had a huge water-pistol fight with another 
Brownie pack. We went to different woods; building dens in one, and lighting fires and 
cooking bacon in another. We celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee with a dessert making 
competition where our winner had their recipe put in an East Herts Girlguiding Recipe Book, a 
bonnet making competition and we took part  in the Ware Girlguiding Jubilee event in Ware. 
This was really fun with us learning a 1950s dance, making Union Jack coasters, sharing a 
Jubilee tea on the grass and many other Jubilee crafts. This term we have already been 
cycling and this week we are off to Bayfordbury Observatory to see the stars. We have our 
pack holiday coming up too! 
 

The leaders have as much fun as the girls! If you would like to get involved, then please 
contact Helen Payne on 01920 462676. We would love to get a Rainbow group and Guide 
pack in Stanstead Abbotts too. If you have a daughter that age or would like to create a fun 
group for them, do get in touch too. 
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1ST STANSTEAD ABBOTTS BROWNIES  

MRS MAUREEN HARWOOD AWARDED THE ORDER OF MERCY 
Mrs Maureen Harwood of The National Association of Women's Clubs, has been awarded 
the Order of Mercy, a prestigious medal, for her distinguished voluntary service over many 
years, including her Chairmanship of St Margarets’ Restoration Committee that lasted 22 
years. The awards ceremony took place at The Mansion House, in the City of London, in the 
presence of HRH Princess Katerina of Yugoslavia, The Lady Mayoress of London (Locum 
Tenens) and many other distinguished guests. 
 

The Rt Hon the Lord Lingfield, President of the League of Mercy said ‘Mrs Harwood has 
done extraordinary work for those most in need. She is a marvellous example of someone 
whose longstanding and voluntary dedication to the service and welfare of others is noteworthy and remarkable and we 
were delighted to be able to make this well deserved award to her.’ 
 

The League of Mercy, originally created in 1899 for the encouragement and recognition of voluntary work in hospitals 
and the community, was refounded as a nationwide registered charity in 1999 and now continues the work of the original 
founder, the then Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII. For more information on the League of Mercy please visit 
www.leagueofmercy.co.uk. 
 

For further information about The National Association of Women's Clubs please contact on telephone: 01708 730805 or  
email: nawc@btconnect.com. 

Winner of our bonnet 

decorating competition 

Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Enjoying a bike ride! 
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: MORE THAN B’LOONS 

Probably most readers will know from first-hand 
experience that Donna Chorley at More Than B’Loons 

has an amazing talent for creating balloon displays. 
Donna does what she absolutely loves doing – and 

that is being creative with balloons to provide wonderful decorations for her customers’ various celebrations and also 

for numerous village events and new business openings that she has generously created for the love of it. 
 

Donna was previously a Housing Officer in Enfield. The job was stressful and 

when Donna was told she must wear a stab vest she decided it was time for 
a change. After leaving her job, Donna opted to focus on her hobby of 
balloon craft. She signed up to a course at Capel Manor and became so 

successful at creating displays that she has been one of a small number of 
experts hand selected from around the world, several times, to participate in 

creating big builds for charity in a team led by Stuart Davies of Big Balloon 
Build. These big builds involve in excess of 120,000 balloons and have 
included stage sets for the Nutcracker involving a giant Christmas tree, a 

train, a ballroom and a castle. 
 

For years Donna had been a regular visitor to Stanstead Abbotts as her auntie has been living here for a very long 
time and has a key role at The Village Club.  However – the first attempt the family made to purchase the High Street 

shop and flat fell through. Donna’s house in Cheshunt was sold and she happened to be visiting her auntie when she saw 
the estate agent replacing the for sale sign in the shop. Donna rushed over to ask the estate agent whether she could 

renew her offer and in a short time the premises were hers.  
 

Donna runs More Then B’Loons single-handedly and this means the 
shop is regularly closed as she is sometimes out delivering or 

collecting her creations, which might be as far distant as London, 
Enfield or Hertford. However, when the shop is open she has 88-

year-old Ken for company – a friend who is happy to pass the 
time with her, learning new skills and helping her with chores. 
There are also two cats who like to parade or sleep in the 

window, which passing children love to see. Donna  likes to step 
outside the shop to meet passers-by and to feel a part of the 

community. She is always contactable on her mobile phone  
07946 14170. 
 

The balloons come in at least a thousand different colours and in many shapes and sizes. 

Having no interest in watching television Donna finds it easy to spend her evenings 
working in her shop that is teeming with colourful bits and bobs stored in a hotch-potch of 
jars, drawers and shelves. Sometimes the personalising is created with vinyl, but it might 

be Donna’s handwriting on the balloon. When she is very pressed for time Donna can ask 
her family to help, although her daughter is busy with her nail and beauty business 

based in the shop next door. Donna loves her work so much she has no plans to retire. 
Some balloon businesses have folded as the price of helium is very high at the moment, 
but with the clever use of air it is still possible. Stanstead Abbotts looks set to enjoy More 

Than B’Loons’ colourful and bold displays for the foreseeable future.  
 

             Julia Davies 
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HELPING: HELPING FOR EDUCATION AND LOCAL PROJECTS IN THE GAMBIA 

HELPING was formed by Chris and Margaret Meeks after they visited the Gambia on holiday in 1998. During their trip, they 
visited local schools and saw children packed into overcrowded classrooms, sharing the odd pencil and sheet of paper, 

learning to write by copying out words, erasing them, then passing the paper to the next child. They promised to try and help, 
and immediately began raising money on their return to England. Since then, the charity has grown to support four schools 
and eight nurseries in the Gambia's poorest areas. We asked Chris and Margaret for an update… 

 
HELPING charity would like to thank 
everyone that has been helping us make a 

huge difference to so many poor children in 
the Gambia. 
 

In the last few years they have had very 
little rain on the north bank, which made many wells dry up. We have been putting in bore holes up to 50 metres deep to 
give water to the clinic, maternity unit and Fass school as they had no water at all. 

 
Our student sponsorship has been even more successful this year by getting the older students into university, college and 

apprenticeships. We have sponsor children from nursery up to University. This will help their country. If you would be 
willing to give a student a life-changing chance please email me as we have so many that are waiting to have a chance 
to go to school full time, not just when their family can afford to send them. If interested please email 

margrethelping@yahoo.com. 
 

We are hoping in the next year to build new classrooms in our nurseries, as we have long waiting lists, and to include a 
dining area. This will mean we will have to recruit more teachers and send them to teacher training college. 
 

Even though we have not been able to go out because of COVID, our staff in the Gambia have been working hard to 
keep everything going. 

 
Thanking everyone for all your support over the last 23 years. Without people like you there would not be so many 
students that have had their life changed.  

 

The Fass Clinic: sees a foot fall of over 2000 people a month 

seeking medical help from 14 local villages  
One of the HELPING vehicles often used as an ambulance 
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The 3 Churches runs a hub of the Hertford & Ware Foodbank from St Margarets’ Parish Church (St Mary the Virgin) and, 
alongside this outreach, the new Community Hub Drop-in runs every Wednesday offering help and support for anyone who is 

in need. Lyn Paddon gives us an update… 
 

Community Hub Drop-in 
From June 2022 we have been able to open St Margarets’ 
Parish church on a Wednesday morning for anyone who needs 

assistance in a variety of ways. We also have the chance to have 
a coffee/tea and a friendly chat together. The session runs from 

10.30–11.30am every Wednesday. We have recruited two new 
volunteers, which is exciting in moving forward. We are able to 
help people also with a one off payment towards their energy 

bills, kindly donated by East Herts council through CVSBEH. 
 

St Margarets’ Parish Church also has a service at midday, which 
alternates between a Communion or Taizé Service, where all are 
welcome to attend. 

 

The 3 Churches Foodbank Hub 
We still assist people within our three villages with food from the Foodbank if the 
need arises and we have been able to help a lot of local people. With winter on its 

way, and many people facing increased financial pressures, we expect the numbers 
needing help to increase. Any donations are greatly appreciated and we regularly 
post on The Three Villages News & Events blog/Facebook page with particular 

donation requests as they come in. 
 

With Christmas on the horizon, we are hoping to distribute the little acts of kindness 
gift bags to some of our senior citizens as we have done for the previous two years. 
 

Donations from the ‘Church Allotments’ 

The allotments opposite St Andrew’s Church on Cappell Lane, 

known as the ‘Church Allotments’ and managed by the Buxton 
Estate, is a familiar sight to all those living within the three 
villages. 

 
Some of the lovely growers there kindly donate a basket of 

fresh produce once a week to The 3 Churches Foodbank Hub. 
The picture on the right shows one such basket (image courtesy of 
Andrea Thomas). 

 
These donations of delicious, locally grown, fruit and vegetables 

are greatly appreciated. Thank you! 
 

A big thank you once again to everyone who kindly supports our Foodbank and Community hubs, and may we take this 

opportunity to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year. 

THE 3 CHURCHES FOODBANK HUB & COMMUNITY HUB DROP-IN 



THE 3 CHURCHES BENEFICE 

Priest in Charge  

Rev’d Dr Sarah Forrest                01920 870115 

 07488 914972 

Lay Ministers   
Mrs Elizabeth Goldsmith  01920 422065 

Mrs Lynne Griffiths  01920 460668 

Mrs Rachel Melrose  01920 422092  

 

Great Amwell with St Margarets 

Organists: Mrs Jill Hall         01279 842328 

              Mrs Lynda Harrington                01992 422398  

PCC Secretary: Mr Richard Mellor         01920 460474 

 

St. John the Baptist, Great Amwell 

Churchwardens: Mr Richard and  

Mrs Margaret Mellor          01920 460474 

Assistant Churchwardens: Mr Martin and  

Mrs Sue Vaughan           01920 877779 

Mr Brian and Mrs Julia Brace         01992 447845 

Treasurer: Mr Richard Mellor          01920 460474 

Wedding enquiries: Mrs Alex Richardson         01920 871391 

Baptism enquiries: Rev’d Dr Sarah Forrest           01920 870115 

 

St Mary the Virgin, St Margarets 

Churchwarden: Mrs Lyn Paddon         01920 487717 

Treasurer: Mrs Lyn Paddon          01920 487717 

Baptism enquiries: Rev’d Dr Sarah Forrest           01920 870115 

Wedding enquiries: Rev’d Dr Sarah Forrest           01920 870115 

 

Stanstead Abbots 

St. Andrew's, Stanstead Abbots   

Organist: Mrs Lynne Griffiths         01920 460668 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Michele Ross         01992 302279 

Churchwardens: Mrs Janet Dance         01920 871262 

Mrs Rosemary James           07730 095370  

Treasurer: Mr Edward Trower          07919 003949 

Baptism enquiries: Rev’d Dr Sarah Forrest         01920 870115 

Wedding enquiries: Mrs Lynne Griffiths         01920 460668 

PARISH COUNCILS 

Stanstead Abbotts 

Parish Council Clerk: Ms Sarah Neighbour        07943 602877 

Great Amwell 

Parish Council Clerk: Mr Jeff Hughes   

          greatamwellpc@virginmedia.com 

Stanstead St Margarets 

Parish Council Clerk: Ms Christina Whellams         07422 582172 

 

SCHOOLS 

Amwell View School and Specialist Sports  

College, Stanstead Abbotts         01920 870027 

St Andrew’s C of E (VC) Primary School,  

Stanstead Abbotts             01920 870097 

St John the Baptist CE VA Primary School,  

Great Amwell          01920 870135 

 

CHURCH/PARISH HALLS  

Great Amwell Parish Hall: Mrs E. Hawkins         01920 467927 

Stanstead Abbotts Parish Hall: Mrs Vicky Burt       07703 402790 

Wilshere Hall, St Andrew’s Church:  

Ms M Freeman          01920 870632 

   

NATIONAL & LOCAL HELPLINES 

Police non-emergency number              101 

NHS Telephone Advice Service                                      111 

Free 24-hour National Domestic Abuse Hotline    0808 2000 247 

Samaritans (Freephone)                                                116 123 

The 3 Churches Foodbank Hub         07487 350918 

East Herts Citizens Advice Service         03444 111 444 

CAP (Christians Against Poverty)        0800 328 0006 

Anne Robson Helpline: Time to Talk        0808 801 0688  

 

 

If you would like to add a number to this directory, please email the 
Print Editor at print.threevillagesmagazine@gmail.com. 

DIRECTORY OF USEFUL NUMBERS 
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GRAEME BOWIE DESIGNS  
Architectural & Planning  Consultants 
Residential Architectural Designs 

 Established 15 years – bespoke house designs, home 
extensions, barn, loft and garage conversions, 
refurbishments, new outbuildings i.e. garages, games/pool 
rooms. 

 Planning, building regulations, listed building & 
conservation area applications. 

Please call for a chat or to make a free, no obligation 
appointment 01920 872784 / 07970 377024  
Email: graeme@graemebowiedesigns.co.uk 

Flowers for all occasions, 

Friendly and flexible service 

19 High Street, Stanstead Abbotts 

01920 877190 

www.nor ikosblossoms.com 

 
POWELL 

FUNERAL 

SERVICE 
 

Serving the community since 1868 

Complete Funeral and  
Monumental Service 
Pre payment Plans 

 

Watton Rd 
Ware 01920 463260 

 

83 Railway St 
Hertford 01992 509611 

 

79 Burford St 
Hoddesdon 01992 470153 

 

Funerals arranged in all areas 
 

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

Stanstead Abbotts Village Club 

High Street, Stanstead Abbotts 

 

Live Saturday Entertainment  

& Midweek Events  

Drinks at Reasonable Prices 

Open weekdays from 4pm;  

and 12 mid day at Weekends 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
T. W. Fencing 

and  
Landscapes 

 

Specialists in all types of 

Patios, Fencing, Walling, 

Turfing, Driveways, etc.   
 

 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
07899 787161 
01920 870937 

 



 

WILLOWTHORPE 

CARE HOME 

Residen�al and demen�a care home for older people 

Tel: 01920 871811 

Email: wil lowthorpe@bmcare.co.uk 

 
 

 Specialists in the design & build of home extensions & 

garage conversions 
 

Geoff Vaughan / 07766 234908 
Geoff.vaughan@vaughandesignandbuildlimited.co.uk 

www.vaughandesignandbuild l imi ted.co.uk 
 

The Walled Garden 

grows chemical free 

and nearly certified 

organic vegetables and 

fruit, and have pasture-fed cows and sheep 

grazing our fields. 

 

Since March 2018 we have had community 

gardening sessions for local families, 

particularly 3–5 year olds and their parents. 

 

For more information, email 

ginitrower@btinternet.com or call 07721 

751910. Find us on Facebook (The Walled 

Garden – Stanstead Abbotts). 

Speedflow  
Plumbing 

Services Ltd 

EST. LOCALLY FOR OVER 28 YEARS  

All aspects of domestic plumbing, both 

installation and maintenance, and gas 

heating, including servicing undertaken 

* GAS SAFE REGISTERED  

* FREE QUOTES  

* FULLY INSURED   

No Job Too Small 

Mark: 07831 850499 /Office: 01992 504135 

mark@speedflowplumbing.co.uk 

www.speedflowplumbing.co.uk 



 

 DJ Garage Services Ltd 
 

*  A family run establishment with 50+ years  
     experience 
*   Our reputa�on is based on honesty and dedica�on to 
     customer sa�sfac�on   
*   Which? trusted traders  
*   MOTs, servicing and repairs approved by Her�ordshire           
     Trading Standards 

See customer reviews at www.djgarage.co.uk  
C a l l  u s  o n  0 1 9 2 0  4 6 5 4 3 1   

(Situated in Amwell Lane) 

 

P&G CARPENTRY 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07812 765937 | 01920 870361 

 

SHED/GARAGE TO OFFICE CONVERSION 
BESPOKE DOORS AND WINDOWS 

SOLID WOOD FLOORING 
KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS 

WOOD TURNING, CUSTOM BOWLS, BOXES  
YARHAM CONSTRUCTION 

 

Covering all aspects of construction  
• one-off new builds •  

• large extensions • barn conversations •  

• refurbishment work • 

0 7 7 0 2 15 5 2 1 6   
m j y a r h a m @ b t i n t e r n e t . c o m   

   

Welcome to  
Li�le Blue Van 

Nursery!  
 

 * Idyllic countryside loca�on 
 * Ages 2 – 5 years 
 * Safe and secure 
 * OFSTED rated GOOD 
 * Fully qualified, caring staff 
 * Flexible, affordable sessions 
 * 15 hours FREE childcare per week 
 * 30 Hours funded childcare per week 
 

CONTACT US NOW  
TO RESERVE A PLACE 

 

07770 963701 
admin@littlebluevan.co.uk 

www.littlebluevan.co.uk 

PUZZLE ANSWERS (from Page 12)                   WORDSEARCH   
QUIZ 
1. Comet    7. Polar Express 
2. Middlesborough   8. Paul McCartney (Beatles four times, 
3. 4 (Scrooge’s old partner      Wings, two Band Aids and the 
Jacob Marley and the spirits     Justice Collective) 
of Christmas past, present and future)  9. Capricorn 
4. Japan     10. Nakatomi Plaza 
5. Bedford Falls     11. ‘…But you still catch my eye’ 
6. Paris      12. Richard Attenborough 
 

RIDDLES  
1. Three Wise Men   3. Noel   5. Wrapping paper  

2. Midnight Mass    4. Frankincense  






